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January 21, 2020 

 

MEMO TO HOA MEMBERS 

 

FROM: HERMAN H. TIETJEN, PRESIDENT 

 

Thank you to all who have been working to make Summertrees a better place to live and have been 

complying with the covenants, conditions, and restrictions. I will be discussing some of them 

further in this Memo. 

 

SPEED CONTROL UPDATE:  A member of your Board has been working with the City of 

Charleston Traffic Bureau, and at this time we can report the following: 

 

1. Several stop signs have been placed on August Road. A stop sign is planned for 

Summertrees and Hammrick. Additional signs will be requested along August since 

speed bumps are out of the question for now. Hopefully placement of numerous stop 

signs at intersections will solve the problem. 

 

2. The Traffic Department undertook a traffic study on August Road. On the date of the 

study, it reported that 296 vehicles passed the checkpoint at an average speed of 27 

miles per hour. Based on the requirements to have traffic calming speed bumps 

installed, there must be a minimum of 350 vehicles per day utilizing the street. The 

Department does not recommend the installation of speed bumps and traffic signs since 

this combination would impact passage of emergency vehicles.   
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3. Based upon this information, emphasis will be placed on the use of speed signs at all 

major intersections. It is easier to get speed signs approved and placed than to get speed 

bumps. Hopefully, this, combined with some police presence in the area, will both slow 

down speed and make going through Summertrees streets less attractive to vehicles. 

However, with the additional development taking place on the August Road extension 

and the Hammrick extension, more local traffic will be experienced. There is no 

substitute than vigilant citizens reporting unusual speed or wreckless driving to the City 

of Charleston police. SEE SOMETHING-SAY SOMETHING. 

 

POND I UPDATE: The Board has approved needed repairs to the fountain/aeration pump to 

ensure it will be in working order when the warm weather returns. Hopefully these repairs will 

extend the life of the equipment for several years. 

 

POND 5 EROSION: Pond 5 has some extensive shoreline erosion which is impacting the 

property of the adjacent lot owner. It has been determined that this erosion has been caused by 

natural, rather than human, causes. The ownership, payment of real estate taxes, and responsibility 

of the various ponds in the subdivision rests with the HOA. The HOA Board is studying various 

approaches to curing the problem in the most efficient and inexpensive manner; nonetheless, the 

expense will be considerable.  

 

ENFORCEMENT OF COVENANTS, CONSITIONS, AND RESTRICTIONS: The Board 

believes that in order to have a better community and prevent it from becoming unsightly, there is 

a need to send reminders to those who seem to forget. Here are a few of the most common rules: 

 

 DID YOU KNOW: 

  

(a) No garbage or recycling cans should be PLACED at curbside, not in the street, until 

the evening before or day of scheduled pickup? 

(b) No bulky items should be PLACED curbside, not in the street, until the evening before 

or day of scheduled pickup? 

(c) All cans should be REMOVED from curbside no later than the evening of the day of 

scheduled pickup? 

(d) That each lot cannot have MORE THAN THREE cars parked upon the driveway, 

driveway permitting? 

(e) That there shall be NO OVERNIGHT PARKING on the street or on the lawns? 

(f) That failure to comply with the CCR could result in you being fined? 

(g) That the obligation to pay assessments is a covenant in your deed and consented to by 

the owner when that owner accepts the deed regardless of whether that is expressed in 

the deed or not? 

(h) That failure to pay your assessments may result in the placement of a lien on your lot 

as well as a court judgment against you personally? 

 

 

 


